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The Via Francigena and the Via del Sale, as two of the main 
communication routes during the Middle Ages, delineate an area in 
the centre of Tuscany where nature is virtually untouched and castles, 
fortresses and city walls dot the landscape. Here, travellers can learn 
more of great battles of the past and immortal artists, as well as 
plans for the future: renewable energy and the creation of a cultural 
and artistic contemporary heritage. Visitors can admire this cultural 
identity: made up of a common background, with many different 
facets, all of them ready to be discovered and enjoyed in the year’s 
rich calendar of festivals, re-enactments and feasts.
Tourist Area Terre di Val d’Elsa e dell’Etruria Volterrana, 
Municipalities of Casole d’Elsa, Castelnuovo Val di Cecina, 
Colle di Val d’Elsa, Montecatini Val di Cecina, Monteriggioni, 
Monteverdi Marittimo, Poggibonsi, Pomarance, Radicondoli, 
San Gimignano, Volterra.

This project is financed with FSC resources,
Piano Sviluppo e Coesione della Regione Toscana:

Valdelsa Valdicecina
One journey, thousands of years to be discovered

Field office: 
Terre di Siena Lab Srl

 turismo@terredisienalab.it

Share your adventures:
#valdelsavaldicecina #visittuscany
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I n the heart of Tuscany 
lies a land shrouded in 

ancient history. The oldest 
tales of this place overlap 
with legend through the long 
night of history; to this day, 
stories of the Etruscans are 
told. This history lives on in 
the fortresses and castles 
that tower over these lands, 
steadfast and immobile 
since high Middle Ages. 
Some stories are even more 
ancient: they reach us after 
thousands of years of time 
travel, arriving in the present 
to testify to the whole 
world the beauty, grace and 
technology of the mysterious 
Etruscan people.
The past of Valdelsa 
Valdicecina can be traced 
through the halls of 
fascinating museums, worthy 
custodians of memory; and 
encountered strolling through 
old towns and forests. 

Facts and Figures
From the ancient hamlets to 
the valleys where the Elsa 
and Cecina rivers flow.

1 World 
Heritage site

11
Municipalities

91.682 
Inhabitants

1.500 km²
Surface of the area

358 m asl
Median altitude

@valdelsavaldicecina
Share your experiences
and use social networks to
discover tips and travel ideas.
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Nature has guarded 
this territory’s secrets 
for centuries. It is here 
that everything is 
born and awaits to be 
discovered.
valdelsavaldicecina.it
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An enigmatic and fascinating population and a land rich in 
history, nature and culinary culture. Discover the most remote 
roots of Tuscan culture through the archeology, ancient towns 
and breathtaking landscapes of Etruria.

In the heart 
of Etruria

T he Etruscans, renowned throughout his-
tory and to this day for the enigmas and 

mysteries that shroud their origins, created 
a prosperous society, one which was well 
evolved compared to other pre-Roman de-
velopments. Today we can witness these 
precious elements of history. The land of 
Valdelsa Valdicecina is a treasure trove of 
history and archeology, that allows visitors 
to retrace the steps of the Etruscans. The 
town of Volterra is the crown jewel of the 
historical constellation of this land: it was 
one of the main Etruscan city-states. The 
ancient town of Velathri reached the height 
of its splendour in the 4th century BC; its 
prosperity was due to brisk trade in miner-
als (such as silver and copper) and salt, as 
well as commercial traffic on the natural 
waterway of the river Cecina, leading to the 
sea, and to parts of the land connecting the 
city to the outside world. Among others, the 
road for transporting salt known as the Via 
del Sale, or ‘Salaiola’, was very important 
during the Middle Ages as well beyond, con-
necting Volterra to San Gimignano.
The centre of Volterra itself is among the 
greatest Etruscan heritage sites in the world. 
The entrance to the ancient town sets the 
stage: the Porta all’Arco (Arch Door) and 
Porta Diana, the immense walls that en-
close the town (long stretches of which are 
still visible in their original state), testify to 
the architectural greatness of the Etruscans. 
On top of the hill of Volterra, visible from all 
surrounding land, lies the spiritual heart: the 

acropolis. On the downward slopes lies the 
necropolis, consecrated to veneration of the 
dead, and home of important artefacts now 
kept at the Guarnacci Etruscan Museum.
Historical traces of veneration of the dead 
and of the afterlife can be found all across 
the Valdelsa Valdicecina. Near the delight-
ful mediaeval town of Colle di Val d’Elsa, 
the necropolis of Dometaia is the heart of 
the Archeological Park of the same name, 
containing 56 burial sites. The artefacts 
that came to light in this area are preserved 
at the Ranuccio Bianchi Bandinelli Archeo-
logical Museum in the centre of town; the 
showpiece of this exhibition are the burial 
outfits, renowned for their beauty and mag-
nificence, of the Calisna Sepu family, which 
were discovered in 1893 near Monteriggioni.
The Montagnola Senese, green lung of the 
Val d’Elsa, with its lush forests of holm oak, 
is home to the Mucellena burial mound, a 
tomb with a complex layout, well-conserved 
and topped by trees. It lies in the territory 
of Casole d’Elsa, a charming town in some 
of Tuscany’s most beautiful country land-
scapes. The Civic Museum of Archeology 
and of the Collegiata also boasts two mar-
vellous bronze belts, incomparable in their 
beauty, decorated with a depiction of a box-
ing scene from mythology. 
The geothermal heart of this land is also 
tied to archeological treasures: in Poma-
rance, under the vicarage in the church of 
San Giovanni Battista, lies a tomb with un-
derground chamber; the historical halls of 
Palazzo Ricci exhibit numerous artefacts 
that narrate the customs and traditions 
of the ancient people of this land, such as 
the monumental Etruscan stone of Poma-
rance. In the small and splendid village of 

Montecastelli Pisano, perched above the 
emerald-green Pavone stream (tributary of 
the Cecina) and the hills that surround it, 
one can find a rather less-known interesting 
archeological gem: the 4th century BC un-
derground tomb known as Buca delle Fate 
(The Fairies’ pit).
Etruscan culture went well beyond spirit-
uality. The Etruscans were great enjoyers 
of earthly delights and lovers of natural 
hot springs: these manifestations of natu-
ral thermalism were much appreciated, as 
well as the health benefits they brought, and 
were given a strong sacred significance. 
In the area of Sasso Pisano, a village sur-
rounded by breathtaking geothermal phe-
nomena in the territory of Castelnuovo Val 
di Cecina, the ruins of an ancient thermal sa-
cred complex were discovered: the Thermal 
baths of Bagnone. The highly impressive 
architectural layout still shows traces of 
baths, porticoes and halls for worshippers 
searching for cures. The important arte-
facts that came to light in this extremely im-
portant archeological area are preserved at 
the Roman Etruscan Antiquarium Museum 
in Sasso Pisano. 
Expert architects, master craftsmen, for-
midable metalworkers, from spirituality 
to earthly life; the Etruscan people left in-
delible traces on the Valdelsa Valdicecina: 
explore and discover this thrilling history, 
through the wonderful hills and towns that 
constellate the land.

valdelsavaldicecina.it

The Etruscan Acropolis 
of Volterra
The acropolis is Volterra’s largest green 
lung, and sits at the highest point of the 
splendid hilltop town. It is located close 
to the Medicean fortress, allowing visitors 
to explore even more of the local ancient 
history. It is part of the Enrico Fiumi 
archeological park, and contains several 
temples and other buildings, of which 
we can today admire the foundations.
These archeological treasures show how 
the area was sacred, and how important 
Volterra was, as well as displaying the 
monumentality of Etruscan civilization.  

Two ‘Shadows’:
twin statues
The Ombra della Sera (Shadow of the 
Evening) is a small votive statue that 
has become the symbol of Volterra and 
of Etruscan civilization. It is humanoid 
in shape and of elongated form, and is 
preserved at the  Guarnacci Etruscan 
Museum in Volterra. The evocative name 
was given to the statue, according to 
popular tradition, by the great Italian poet 
Gabriele D’Annunzio, as a metaphor for the 
long shadows that only the setting sun can 
create. This extraordinary artefact has an 
ideal twin in the Archeological Museum of 
San Gimignano: a similar sculpture, named 
Hinthial, or the Shadow of San Gimignano.

The Bargagli Head 
from Casole d’Elsa
The Bargagli Head, depicting a female 
figure and sculpted in Carrara marble, is a 
unique archeological artefact, displayed in 
the dedicated section at the Civic Museum 
of Archeology and of the Collegiata, in 
Casole d’Elsa. It stands out amongst all the 
other artefacts of the vast Bargagli Collec-
tion, which contains numerous Etruscan 
pieces that were part of funeral rites, such 
as vases and urns, found during the various 
digs that were carried out in the Querceto 
farm, in the countryside around Casole.

ARCHEOLOGY

Adventurers on 
the Etruscan trail
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A vast cultural legacy, made up of imposing castles and 
sumptuous frescoes, has been inherited from the ‘Dark Ages’ 
of mediaeval times. From churches and fortresses, to paint-
ings and ancient halls, everything in Valdelsa Valdicecina 
tells the fascinating and immortal story of the Middle Ages.

Experience 
the Middle 
Ages

JULY
Monteriggioni’s crown 
of towers
Artists and actors bring the alleyways 
and main square of Monteriggioni to 
life, evoking the historical splendour of 
this castle through the centuries. This 
event is an accurate re-evocation that 
impresses and involves all visitors, with 
performances, parades and banquets, 
while artisans display their wares in local 
markets, keeping old craftships alive. 

A walk on the walls 
of Monteriggioni
T he ‘crown of towers’ that surrounds 

the hamlet of Monteriggioni has been 
enthralling visitors and pilgrims for centu-
ries. The striking circular shape of the city 
walls and the 14 towers that rise to the sky 
profoundly inspired the poet Dante Alighie-
ri, who compared them in the Divina Com-
media to the terrifying hellish giants of the 
Malebolge ditch (Inferno, XXXI). 
A portion of these ancient walls is now open 
to visitors, giving the unique opportunity to 
scale the walkways and experience the posi-
tion of sentinels defending the castle. From 
this privileged position, the view is breath-
taking: it stretches over the surrounding sea 
of hills and embraces the Via Francigena, all 
the way to the unmistakable profile of the 
towers of San Gimignano. 
The ancient walkways along the city walls 
are an integral part of the museum tour of 
Monteriggioni, which also includes the Mon-
teriggioni in Arme educational walk. Those 
who appreciate suits of armour, swords and 
spears will find a veritable treasure in the 
halls of this museum, where accurate re-
productions of mediaeval and Renaissance 
weapons are displayed. Furthermore, de-
tailed models explain siege tactics over the 
centuries, and a special hall is dedicated to 
the history of Monteriggioni. 

Scaling the Torre 
Grossa of S. Gimignano
T he Torre Grossa is part of the Civic Mu-

seum complex; along with the Town 
Hall, it is one of the marvels of San Gimigna-
no. Over 50 metres in height, this tower was 
the last to be built and is the tallest building 
in the city. Its construction was decided in 
1298, during an era in which towers were not 
a popular architectural choice, having been 
replaced by more functional tower-houses 
and palazzi. However, the Council decided 
to raise the town bell tower beside the Town 
Hall to have free use of the bells, which had 
been kept in the church. Construction be-
gan in the year 1300 and ended in 1308.
Today, this building is one of the few tow-
ers open to the public, and a visit is surely 
an unmissable experience in Manhattan of 
the Middle Ages. Once you have gained the 
tower’s summit, the view is unparalleled, 
sweeping over all the surrounding territory, 
flying over the countryside, the towns, and 
the winding Via Francigena. The entire town 
of San Gimignano extends from the foot of 
this tower, and can be admired in all its me-
diaeval beauty, untouched by the passing of 
time. 

CASOLE D’ELSA
Museum of Archeology 
and of the Collegiata
Both the archeological and art-historical 
legacies of Casole d’Elsa can be admired in 
the halls of this museum: its beating heart 
is the ‘Collegiata’. The exhibition retraces 
the entire local history, from the Etruscans 
all the way to last century. Among all these 
marvels, the Bargagli collection is especially 
striking, as well as the miniatures of Lippo 
Vanni, and the works of Augusto Bastianini. 
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SPIRITUALITY

Churches and places of worship
Seeking places outside time, in the embrace 
of rolling fields and lush forests. 

T ravelling along the white roads and paths of the Valdelsa Valdicecina, we are met by 
numerous sites of historical interest: a gift to be admired by those who travel slowly. 

Along the ancient Via Francigena lie churches and sanctuaries: for example, the parish 
church of Cellole and the sanctuary of Pancole in the countryside of San Gimignano, or 
the abbey of Coneo, in the vicinity of Colle di Val d’Elsa. Without leaving this famous 
pilgrimage road, we can find the monumental complex of Abbadia a Isola, a true gem not 
far from the Monteriggioni Castle. A few winding streets, silence and stone make up this 
tiny hamlet, which developed from the 1000s around the abbey and its monastic buildings. 
The hermitage of San Leonardo al Lago is equally impressive, surrounded by the forests 
of the Montagnola Senese. 
The ruins of the parish church of San Giovanni Battista in Sillano, in Pomarance, as well as 
the remains of the abbey of San Pietro in Palazzolo in Monteverdi Marittimo, both display 
the irresistible appeal of historical adventure and mystery, impervious to the passing of 
time and nature, which slowly engulfs them. Along with the major churches, these places 
are repositories of the history of this deeply spiritual land, which has long been crossed by 
paths of worshippers. These destinations are ideal for those in search of genuine beauty: 
that specific wonder which only the whisper of wind through ancient stone can evoke. 

Diving into the Middle Ages 
with duellers and jugglers
Dames and knights, tournaments and banquets. The 
Middle Ages come to life every year in the historical re-
enactments of the Valdelsa Valdicecina. 

ADVENTURE

Towers and fortresses
Majestic walls and panoramic terraces: discovering castles 
through the centuries.

T he greatness of the Middle Ages echoes through the ancient bastions of towers 
and castles: silent guardians, watching over the land since time immemorial. These 

sentinels, whose appeal is untouched by the passing of centuries, tell stories of nobility, 
battles and legends. The clangour of sword strikes seems to still echo through the halls, 
while the furtive whisper of arrows shot through the dark of night can still be heard in 
the air. From the panoramic terraces of towers and fortresses, the Valdelsa Valdicecina 
unfolds before the eyes: nature joining the sky. 
Exploring these centuries-old places is an adventurous and exciting experience, allowing 
visitors to cross space and time, immersed in a land where the traces of a great historical 
civilization are still intact. 
The Castle of Monteriggioni welcomes us with its powerful walls, and visitors can explore 
the ancient alleyways that wind between the towers: 14 stone titans silhouetted against 
the sky, imposing giants out of Dante’s Inferno. Built during the year 1200, the castle was 
a defensive outpost for Siena, and played a central role in the series of battles that were 
fought between Siena and Florence.
Surrounded by the city walls, our imagination evokes brave knights and elegant dames, 
battles and banquets, while a walk along the walls offers views of the surrounding 
countryside, all the way to the majestic towers of San Gimignano. 
These towers, rising on the horizon like unusual skyscrapers, earned the name of Manhattan 
of the Middle Ages for the town of San Gimignano, and they trace out a stupendous skyline. 
The stone streets and the historical palazzi, a World Heritage site since 1990, evoke the 
ancient era of florid commerce and prosperity. Every turret has a story to tell: each one is a 
symbol of a specific ancient power and prestige. Above all, the Torre Grossa, solemn and 
unrivalled. The mediaeval fonts are equally as magnificent, such as those located in San 
Gimignano and Poggibonsi, the latter being in a land dotted with castles and fortresses. 
A prime example: the Medicean Fortress of Poggio Imperiale with its grand Cassero (or 
towerhouse) and the vast military parade ground, as well as the castles of Magione, of 
Strozzavolpe, and the Rocca di Staggia. 
Other fortresses of the Valdelsa Valdicecina are immersed in the greenery of forests and 
natural parks, interrupting the lush woodland landscape with the hues of stone and austere 
lines, evoking awe and wonder. One such outpost is the Rocca Sillana, defensive emblem 
of Pomarance, powerfully evoking ancient pride with its majestic walls and guard tower. 
From the summit of the outpost, the horizon unfolds onto the green sea of forests and 
beyond, glimpsing the coastal borders of Tuscany and the nearby fortresses, such as the 
Torre dei Belforti. This construction towers over the town of Montecatini Val di Cecina, and 
has controlled this land since 1300; this tower is famous for its two arrow-slit windows, 
which act as an antique pair of binoculars, allowing the view to stretch all the way to the 
Rocca Sillana and the imposing Mastio of the Renaissance fortress of Volterra, proving 
once again its strategic and defensive importance. 
The entire Valdelsa Valdicecina territory emanates the enchantment of past centuries. It 
is possible to perceive this clearly in fortified towns from over a thousand years ago, like 
Querceto and Canneto; it unfolds step after step through stone-paved streets and tower-
houses; it hides between the ancient stones and ruins of places that have disappeared 
from living memory, deep in the forest and in the magic of nature. 

The doors of ancient palazzi open onto splendid museum 
halls. Visitors are invited to cross the threshold and take a 
stroll through details from the past. 

Discover 
history in 
museums

AUGUST
Volterra AD 1398
A feast day that evokes Tuscany in 
the year 1398: noblemen, merchants, 
musicians and jugglers flock to the city 
of Volterra with its dances and shows. 
Fun and games fill the historical streets 
of the ancient town, while the musical 
instruments play and the fragrances of 
tasty local delicacies fill the air. 

COLLE DI  VAL D’ELSA
San Pietro Museum and 
Archeological Museum
Sacred art, civic collections, and important 
Etruscan artefacts (such as those from the 
Calisna Sepu tomb) fill the halls of the mu-
seums of Colle di Val d’Elsa. The exhibition 
takes visitors on a journey through local his-
tory and art. In the Dometaia Archeological 
Park, visitors can see an Etruscan necrop-
olis immersed in the ancient landscape, to 
this day still crossed by historical paths. 

MONTERIGGIONI
Museum of 
Abbadia a Isola
The monumental complex of Abbadia a Iso-
la is home to the MaM (Monteriggioni Arche-
ological Museum), a cultural hub preserving 
the history of the abbey and the surrounding 
area by means of a journey backwards in 
time, from the Middle Ages to proto-history. 
The museum is arranged in historical halls 
and in the open air, and hosts exhibitions, 
learning experiences and researchers. 

POMARANCE
Warriors and Artisans 
Permanent Exhibition
From palaeolithic times to the Renaissance, 
by way of the Etruscan, Roman and 
mediaeval eras: an educational journey 
in the historical halls of Palazzo Ricci, in 
Pomarance. Numerous findings prove 
the long duration of local settlements: for 
example, the ‘Stone of Lustignano’, one of 
the most ancient pieces of prehistoric art in 
Tuscany.

SAN GIMIGNANO
Civic Museums 
of San Gimignano
Inside the Town Hall, the Civic Museums 
offer a full immersion into the history of 
San Gimignano. One of the most striking 
pieces is the Majesty, a vast fresco of the 
Sienese school, painted in 1317 by the hand 
of Lippo Memmi. The painting, luminous 
in its exaltation of golden areolas, graces 
the Dante Hall, where the master poet once 
gave a famous political speech.

VOLTERRA
Guarnacci Etruscan 
Museum
The Guarnacci museum hosts numerous 
historically relevant artefacts, such as 
the Shadow of the Evening and the Vase 
of the Newlyweds, as well as the biggest 
collection of funeral urns in Italy: the heart 
of this exhibition. Founded halfway through 
the 1700s, it is one of the most ancient 
museums in Europe. The turret offers a 
spectacular view over the city of Volterra.

The Archeodrome 
of Poggibonsi
I nside the archeological area of the Pog-

gio Imperiale hill lies the Archeodrome, a 
one-of-a-kind open-air museum, where the 
Middle Ages come to life. The Archeodrome, 
which is just a short distance from the Cas-
sero of the Medicean Fortress, reproduces 
in great historical detail a village from the 
times of Charlemagne, which develops 
around the large building known as the Long-
house. Archeologists and impersonators, in 
full historical outfits, are busy with the daily 
routines of farmers, weavers, artisans, and 
bakers, inviting visitors to enter and enjoy 
their explanations and demonstrations. The 
head of the village is the dominus, who re-
sides in the Longhouse and runs the lives 
of the villagers. The Archeodrome invites 
visitors to dive into the era of Charlemagne 
for a day, leaving the present day for a jour-
ney of discovery: the beauty of a distant era, 
tasting genuine culinary products and well-
kept secret recipes. 
A visit to the fortress completes the journey 
through history: commissioned by Lorenzo il 
Magnifico and built by Giuliano da Sangallo, 
the Medicean Fortress of Poggibonsi is an 
imposing defence complex. Although the 
structure is incomplete, it holds great histor-
ical and architectural relevance. 

JUNE
Ferie delle Messi 
The Ferie delle Messi (Harvest celebra-
tion) is the San Gimignano event that 
re-evokes the ancient harvest feast, 
which was held from the years 1200-
1300 to celebrate a successful gathering 
of the crops. Actors, banners and drums 
fill the centre of the town with music and 
colours, bringing iconic locations such as 
Piazza del Duomo to life, as well as Piaz-
za della Cisterna and Piazza della Rocca. 
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